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This nronograph presents the experiences of a group of
students at ihe university of Aberdeen during their f irst year
of  postgraduate s tudy s tar t ing in  1975.  r t  in tends to  r focus
attention on the ways students approach research and the
di f f icu l t ies they encounter? but  not  to  of fer .  so lut ions (p.1) .
Despi te  th is  nost  o f  chapter  6 is  devoted to  a d iscuss ion on
what the university, the departnent anil  the student can do to
a l lev ia te the problems encountered.  The In t roduct ion (chapter
1)  and a pedestr ian though occasional ly  cr i t ica l  l i terature
rev iew occupy the f i rs t  th i rd  of  the text .  chapters 4 and S
(25 pp) contain the body of the work. The rank order of t irne
spent  in  d i f ferent  act iv i t ies and the problem of  involv ing
the f l .edgi . ing researcher  in  wr i t ten work are considered.  The
students had nany problens which are discussed under the
head ings  o f  a i l j us tmen t ,  i n te l rec tua l  i so la t i on ,  l one l i ness ,
personal  d i f f icu l " t ies and fac i l i t ies for  s tudy.  chapter .  $
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examines the ro le  of  the superv isor  f rom both s ides in  the
re l "at ionship and to  the causes of ,  d issat is fact ion wi th  super-
y is ion,

The book focuses at tent ion on a long neglected t ier  o f
the educat ion systen,  one which prov id.es univers i t ies wi th
much of their funding. I{owever, few who have been involved
in postgraduate research witr l  f ind many of the problens
unfami l iar  or  wi l l  not  have d iscussed the so lut ions over  tea"
That is not to tr ivi arize the f ind.ings, for coherent documen-
tat ion of  the problens nay i tse l f  be suf f ic ient  to  ra ise the
Level  o f  debate.  The potent ia l  postgraduate s tudent  may be
disheartened by the range of problems described and the inci-
dence of  d issat is fact ion but  I  wonder  whether  they d i f fer
substantial ly from thbse encountered by their peer group r*he
do not  enter  postgraduate s tudies.  The book is  not  concerned
wi th assessnent  a l - though i t  ind i rect ly  ra ises quest ions of
comparabi l i ty  when students,  who are l in i ted f inancia l ly  to  a
couf-ce of set lengthr may spend a year wait ing for equipnent,

Ttre book leaves ne with a fuzzy feeLing. Often data are
not  presented to  suppor t  the prose and statements are made
about  s ign i f icence wi thout  any cr i ter ion of  s ign i f icance
having been establ ished.  The author  is  cr i t ica l  o f  o ther  work
wh ich  ach ieved  a  response  o f  ' on l y  6? l t  ( p .g )  bu t  i s  he rse l f
reduced to a response of  621 by the end of  the f i rs t  year  of
s tudy {p.22}  "  c learLy the book is  not  a imed at  the specia l is t
but r can think of few interested young research students or
superv iscrs  who wouLd have suf f ic ient  iner t ia  not  to  be defLec-
ted by the end of chapter ?. r do not understand r+,hy i t  was
pubS. ished in  th is  form or  at  th is  s tage ( the log-book is  ta
continuei into the second and then the third year of post-
grad.uate education?). Throughout reading this monograph ny
bl.ue pencil  jerked uncontrolrably and r am not encouraged ts
look up the other thirty-six monographs published by the
Society for R.esearclr i :r to Higher Education.

#;3. Eumph,*ega" Sekoo| af Biotagiea| Setiettees,
Uni ters i ty  o f  Bath.


