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27th June, ' 1.

The Chief Protector of Aborigzines,

PTRT H.

air,

nclosed I hnnd you in duplicate a few particulars

e -

concerning the vegetablﬁiproduct gent down from Yorth
by Father Liclholas, ‘a

You will notice that *Pituri® is prepared in several ways
and usecd for various purpcses,

1 shall be very intercated to see tle report of the
Government Abalyst, of which I ﬁruéi yen will send me a copy
&8 soon as'itvis available,

At fcot I give you titles of the two welumes referreu to
in ocur conversation of the 21st inst,

I have the nonour tc be, Oir,

Your obedient servant,

Lasd L

e Ry
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rHatives of fustralis®  3.¥.Thomas, " .A.

PR

[

i Y. d Wil

#The Yative Tribes of Southr Past Australia®™. A.7.Howitt, 7.3

o or W e e

Thne above two works are offered at 3/« snt &/« respectively by

-

¥rancis rdwarde, Yookseller, 75,%igh Street, Varylebone,Tcndoy
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Pituric or Pitcheri is prepared from the leaves and twigs of
Duboisia hoPﬁoodii (F.v.M.) a Queenslap&?glanttii extremely
patchy iﬁ distribution,

The leaves and twigs are gathered at certain times of the
year and treated in different ways. The simplest is to hang
them up to dry and then crush them to a powder. Another method,
aémewhat more complicated is to dig small holes, about 2 feet deep
in the sand and fill them with live coals. When the holes are

sufficiently heated the embers are removed end the leavez and

twigs placed in them, covered up with hot sand and thus thoroughly

dried, they are then taken out and disintegreted,

A third treatment is described in Thomas' "Natives of Australid

After roasting on the ashes of 2 fire the @hips become pliable

and are wetted, teased up with the fingersgand the larger fragmen$s

removed., Leaves of the Wirha (Acacia salicina) are heated over
the fire and then burnt, these ashes are mixed with pituri énd
the whole worked up into quids about 2% inches iong by 5/5 ineh in
diametef. These are chewed.

It is also smoked;_ for this purpose the 1eayes are damped,
mixed with potash frem the ashes of suitable plants and rclled up
in the shape of a cigar, This toc is often chewed and the saliva

swallowed,

Sometimes pituri is taken before fighting to produce excitement,

if teaken in small quantities it has a powerful stimulating effect,

enabling long joumneys to be made wi th/?gflgue and with but

little food,

‘ According to Thomas it is a2lso used by both scxes as & narcotic, -

it seems to produce =z woluptuous dreamy sensat ion.

It is also utilised in the capture of emus, a small quantity
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being placed in the waterholes which the birds are known to visit,

i
i

After drinking they are stupified, and thus become an easy prey to?

the hunter, hidden in the vicinity. |
The aboriginals value this preoduct very highly, they will travel

hundreds of miles to procure it and have been known to offer all

kinds of weapcns as presents for a smal 1 quantity.
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