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Lambadina iiission,

April 16th, 1911,

Chief Protector,of'Aborigines,
FERTH.

Dear Sir, -

Accerding to my prowise, I have sent you for

- the Department:e-

1. Vith the Inspector Sellenger, the skull
of a (half-aged) wild native, and his brain in
a phial, etc.

2. Recently, care of Corporal Stewart of
Broeme, four big parcels containing 2 swmall
cances, & long sovears, a cradle or "pingen,"

3 iron tomahawks, a collection of stone toua-
hawks, and stone spears, twoe phizls of green
powder, a big "Wakeboor" or "Coddcer," 2 "Gnaolos”
with the nz=tive blood, 2 varcels of sticks for
make fire, collection of sticks "Faren" they
continually use for xill louses one to the other,
collection of astones with wnow they break their
fruits, a collection of their caily food, (dif-
ferent kinds), also of sticks found in their
caups, etc,

You may think,perhaps, I have sent you itco
much rubbish!; but considering that I havé selected all
the stdnes, etc. in the peculiar places amnongst perhaps
ncare than 2CC canpe I have visited, they were to me of
a specialvvalue. 1 have se&nt you without excepticn the
wnole of my collection, and nothing remains with me.

And now; with this letter, I am sending you
eiso (registered to your address) the aboriginal album

ith which you ﬁere so much interested. The title of

this book remained in Spanieh on account, as you know,

-6f my former intention to give.i§ to the Lord Abbvot of

Y

New lorcia (now‘BLEhOP and Vicar Apostolical of XKime-
berley).
I rake a true sacrifice in depriving nyself

f 1its vossessisn and sendiniz it to vou at vour renieat:
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buﬁ'trust thate it will be.a benefit to yourself and |
the State if you have it in the luseum, as you in- v
tended. |
Speaking about tuis albuir I must declare and
gay:- |
(1) That in the copy of each figure I have been

scrupulous in respecting even the smallest details: I

never went avay from one cave until I was nyself satis-

fied and convinced of the couplete likeness of my copy
with the original, So,»I'Can say tnat the pictures |

of this album are exact.

(2) I cannot say the same about the exactitude of

the measures of each figure: I took then in haste con-

sidering the danger of my position, being far away and
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unprotected smongst those sclitary rocks; bﬁt at the end
I think that they are a2t least nearly exact,

(3) The classification or number of the caves is
arbitrary and only for my private directicn in tue

labyrinth of holes and caves I have found.
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(4 I told you in my interview I was disappointed
interesting
in leaving 3ome/pictures more of correrborees, etc., in

the caves of one place about 19 miles from Lission, want
of neans for to take them. ‘ I wanted 3 nen with me {(with
guns) to allow me to remain two or three days in the
place, and I could not obtain, If you are interested
in them, I shall go on lay ﬁith my vlacks to copy them
(as soon as thne reparaticn of wy boat “Salvador" will be
fitnisned) and I shall send you at once tihe picture for
to complepe this albui, »
(5) 7Pinally;, I have to observe that nearly all the g

pictures are in the roof of the caves, and not in the

walls; thet the caves with few exceptions, are small
and the roof so low down, that to produce the paintings,

or take their copy, I was’obliged vyself to lay down on



my veck in the rock,

| Don't be astonished at my intimation of the
date.of some ﬁictures vecause ny position in some tiue
of my past life gives me, I think, a litt}e knowledge
of the matter; notwithstanding i ey be'in the wrong.
Amongst the objects sent to yocu in the four.
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last parcels, you will £ind two phials full of green

powder of some leaves which I found in the possession

of a wild wonan who carried 81l her things in a piece
of my cut sails, This powder was carefully enveloped
in the same fine paper bark I have sent you in the phials.

The smallest, can ycu destinate for a chemical analysis;

it would be interesting to know the préperties it con-
tains. The inmportance thatfthe natives attach to this
powder, and the careful menner with which they envelope
and carry it, made mé convinced that this powder is, no
doubt, a_medicine cr a nourishing food, as is the Coka
in the Eolivan Repubklic cof South Americsa, where the
native Indiéna use it when in voyage taking & pinch two
or three tires a day, to give them vigour and stfength.

The smell canoes were made, no‘doubt, for the
children and found them hidden in the branches of a tree,
between Vansittart Pay and liapier ®, Tay (in thé long
point front at Grahambhoore Iéland).

If you tell me to go on iay for the pictures,

I shnall try to caten one long canoe for the iLuseun,

L . . . L] . Ll . . - ~ * » ” . & L * 4 L] * . . * e . . L

I an, Dear 8ir,

Yours respectfully,

(sgd). Father lNicheclae ! .a Fuo,

lissionary of Aborigines.
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